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Granada was not much better off. Yousuf had been
murdered while praying in the mosque, in 1350 ; his
eldest son, Mohammed V., was dethroned by another
brother, Ismael, and escaped with difficulty in the dis-
guise of a slave of the harem. Ismael, in his turn, was
dethroned by Abou Sayd, one of the other race—that
of Al Hamar—and murdered with his young brother.
Mohammed V. had fled to Africa, and thence came to
implore the aid of Castille. Pedro lent him some
troops, but they were so savage that the Moorish
prince, unable to bear the sight of the devastation
committed by the Almogavars, dismissed these fero-
cious allies, and retired to Ronda, intending to live in
disguise rather than ruin his country. His arrival,
however, had led to a universal revolt against the
tyranny of Abou Sayd. Malaga rase on behalf of
Mohammed, and Abou Sayd, finding himself in danger
of being deserted by everyone, resolved to throw him-
self on the favour of the King of Castille, whom he
hoped to buy over by splendid gifts of high-bred horses,
rich robes, jewels, and gold.
With a splendid train he arrived at Seville, and thus
addressed Pedro : " King of Castille, blood enough
lias been shed in the quarrel between the Ben Farady
and the Al Hamar. Judge between us which ought to
be king. If the Ben Farady, let me return safely to
Africa ; if myself, receive my homage and aid me to
obtain my lands."
Pedro received him courteously and entertained him
at a banquet; but that night he had him arrested,
together with thirty-six noble Moorish cavaliers. They
were placed on asses, and driven out to the tablada
meadow, where they were tied to olive-trees.' Abou

